
COLT  SELECTION AND  SPONSORSHIP 
A  GUIDE  FOR  SPONSORS 

Roundup Riders 
Invitation to and Sponsorship of a Colt 

The continued excellence of the Roundup Riders of the Rockies depends, in very large part, on the quality 
of each Colt class. The sponsorship of a Colt is a very special privilege granted to Members. As with all 
privileges, a Member who sponsors a Colt assumes significant responsibilities – both to the individual Colt 
and to the Ride as a group.  Because of that, we thought it might be well to talk about the procedures 
followed in selecting Colts and, more importantly, what should be considered in deciding whether to 
sponsor a Colt. 

The Procedure 

The number of Colts that may be accepted is determined by the number of returning Riders, Cavvy and 
guests.  A prospective Colt’s completed application is reviewed by a special membership committee which 
makes a recommendation to the Board.  If the Committee’s recommendation is favorable and the Board 
approves, the prospect is then invited on the Ride as a Colt. 

The Sponsor’s Considerations 

The most important step in the Colt selection process is the Member’s decision to sponsor a Colt. Because 
that decision imposes a significant responsibility on the Sponsor, he should consider many factors in 
making that decision.  These factors; however, can all be summed up in a single question: 

• Will I be proud to call this person MY COLT?

If the sponsor cannot answer this question with an enthusiastic “yes,” he should not accept responsibility 
for sponsoring the prospect. 

The key question is obviously very broad so here are some subsidiary questions that may help in answering 
the key question: 

• Will my fellow Riders enjoy his company?  Does this person have a sense of humor? Is this person
warm and outgoing? Do other Riders know this person? What do they think of this person?

• Will this person enjoy the company of my fellow Riders? Is this person comfortable with strangers?
Can this person laugh at himself?

• Does this person possess the necessary horsemanship skills such that they will not pose a risk to
themselves or others on the ride?

• Will this person “wear well” in the close quarters of the tent over the course of a week?Will he be
thoughtful and considerate of tent mates?  Will this person do his fair share of work?

• Have I introduced this person to a large number of Riders and done my best to make him feel
comfortable in the group?

• Will I check in with this person periodically during the Ride to answer questions and be sure this
person is enjoying himself?

• Will I continue to “look in on” my Colt in later years?
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Applicant 

Sponsor 

ROUNDUP RIDERS 
OF THE ROCKIES 
Colt Application Check List 

To Be Completed By SPONSOR 

1) Explain the circumstances under which you met the Applicant and the extent of your familiarity with him:

2) How many times have you ridden with him and under what circumstances:

3) How do you rate the Applicant’s riding abilities (1-5) (5 is best). 

4) I have read the “Colt Selection and Sponsorship      A Guide For Sponsors” provided to me with this Colt Application and, to the best of

my knowledge, the Applicant meets the Guidelines.

5) I have reviewed and followed the “Instructions for Colt Applications” and confirm the following:

All the Application information requested in the forms is provided. 

New: E-MAIL TO roundupridersoftherockies@gmail.com:  Applicant’s recent 2x2 headshot in western shirt and hat 

in digital format (.jpg). 
(The “no-photo” cowpoke caricature from the Tally Book will be used in the Breeze and Tally Book in place of unusable photos awaiting replacement.) 

New: Sponsor has provided a 40 word bio of the Colt. (see sample bio sheet). 

Applicant has attached a check for the Colt Ride fee and Membership Dues in full. 

The Application and the “Release Assumption of Risk and Indemnity Agreement” is dated and signed by the Applicant. 

The Applicant has filled out his Medical Card as required (to remain with the Application). 

Colt Application Check List and separate recommendation letter signed by the Sponsor, who must be a Member in good 
standing who has ridden at least 5 consecutive years on the Big Ride.

A Second letter of recommendation signed by the Tent Captain of the projected Colt’s tent. In the event there is 
insufficient room in the Sponsor’s Tent, a letter of recommendation, support and acceptance into that Tent will also be 
required from the Tent Captain where the Colt will spend the Big Ride.

I understand that it is my responsibility to see that a complete Application package is delivered to the Director of Operations or 
postmarked by March 1 of the Ride year, and that the Application will not be acted upon until after March 1 of the Ride year. 

I understand that the Applicant must be classified as “approved” by the board to be invited on this year’s Ride, and that the 

submission of an Application does not assure such approval. I also understand the Applicants may be classified as “Not 

Approved” or as “Deferred”, with their fees returned, and that those deferred may file a new application for a subsequent Ride 

year subject to sponsorship and the requirements then in effect, without priority over other applicants. 

Sponsor’s Signature –- THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED 
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ROUNDUP RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES 

Instructions for 2026 Colt Applications 

1. Colt Applications will be available early in the Ride year but will not be acted upon
until after March 1 of the Ride year. The Application must be fully completed and
signed by the Applicant, Sponsor, and Seconder.

2. To be complete, the Application must include the following or it will be returned
without action:

Check for the full amount of the Colt Ride Fee ($3,350 Ride Fee + $575 
Admin Fee)  

Recent, DIGITAL headshot of the applicant in western hat and shirt.  
(BLACK & WHITE PREFERRED) Must be of good quality, usable, 
and in digital format on USB Drive or e-mailed to 
roundupridersoftherockies@gmail.com. 
A 40 word bio of the applicant. (See attached sheet for examples.) 

Signed 3R Release Assumption of Risk and Indemnity Agreement. 

Colt Application Check List and separate recommendation letter both 
signed by the Sponsor, who must be a member so designated by the Board. 

  Recommendation letter signed by the Seconder

3. The Application, complete with a package including all the supporting papers
described above, must be delivered or mailed to the Director of Operations by
March 1st. If mail is used, the complete package should be in one envelope
addressed as follows:

Director of Operations Roundup Riders 
of the Rockies 
PO Box 271820 
Ft Collins, CO  80527 

and postmarked by March 1. Late Applications may be returned without action. 

4. Submission of an Application does not assure an invitation to be a Colt and all
applicants must be approved by the Board of Directors.
Colt Applications will be evaluated by an anonymous committee of Directors
appointed by the President and will be classified as either “approved”, “not
approved” or “deferred”. Sponsors of those not approved or deferred will be so
notified by the President, and fees will be refunded. Those deferred may file a new
Application for a subsequent Ride year, subject to sponsorship and the
requirements then in effect, without priority over other applicants.
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Due Date: March 1, 2026 Ride 

Fee: $3,925  

$3,350 Ride Fee plus 
$575 Annual Admin Fee 

Include a recent, good-quality, usable 
head shot of applicant in a western 
hat and shirt. 

Digital photo only (.jpg). 

Roundup Riders of the 
Rockies
PO Box 271820 

Ft Collins, CO 80527 
218-360-3717

Colt Application for 2026 Ride 

July 24 to July 30 (banquet night) of 2026 

“The 3R organization is dedicated to the 
perpetuation of the Western Tradition 
associated with the relationship between 
the  American  Cowboy  and  his  horse. 
Our annual, weeklong horseback ride in 
the Colorado Rockies is a challenging 
experience emphasizing horsemanship 
and horsemastership in an environment of 
sportsmanship and camaraderie.  This 
experience engenders respect for the 
Western Tradition among warm and 
enduring friends.   The organization is 
strongly dedicated to the promotion, 
advancement and preservation of our 
public lands and trails for the benefit of all 
citizens.”  

Horse type?   Quarter Horse Gelding ,  Quarter Horse Mare , Paint   , __Fox Trotter/Walker ,   Morgan  ,  
Arabian ,   Thoroughbred ,   Mule ,   Western Stock 

Name Birth Date 
Last Name First Name Middle Name Nick Name Month/Day/Year 

Business or Profession   

Business Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
No. Street or Bldg. City State Zip 

Business Phone   

Residence Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
No. Street or Bldg. City State Zip 

Residence Phone  Cell Phone 

Email:   

Address my mail to:  Business     Residence    

Wife’s First Name  __________________________________Wife’s Email: ______________________________________________________  

Clubs and Organizations    

Hobbies    

Background with horses and riding experience   

Do you own a Ranch or Farm? Stock? Horses? Stock Brand 

Have you been a Member or Guest of a similar organization? 

I am acquainted with the following 3R members 

Which one? 

RELEASE 
I have signed and hereby incorporate the attached 3R Ride Release Assumption of Risk and Indemnity Agreement. 

MEDICAL CARD 
I have completed and mailed my Medical Card to the Chairman of the Medical Emergency Committee at the address on the card. 

REFUND POLICY 
Ride Fee:   I understand that refunds will be made only upon written request, postmarked, or received by the Director of Operations and approved by 
the President as follows: 
1) Prior to June 1st — 100% less $250.00 2) During June — 50% 
3) After June 30th — no refunds (except emergencies, e.g., illness, death in the family, to be approved by the Board) Application for refund must be made in
writing by August 1st.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 
The Ride fee has been estimated at an amount sufficient to cover all Ride expenses based on past experience and expected costs; however, if a deficit 
for the Ride year does occur, I understand that a Special Assessment may be made after the Ride, and I agree to pay my proportionate share thereof 
when due.
Date__________________________________________      Signature of Applicant _______________________________________________________ THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED 

Sponsored by  Signature of Sponsor _________________________________________________________THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED 



ROUNDUP RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES MEDICAL CARD — DATE

Last Name First Name Home Phone Work Phone 

Address City State Zip Age 

Spouse’s Name Best Phone(s) Physician’s Name and Phone 

Emergency Contact (other than spouse) Home Phone Work Phone 

How would you classify your overall health status? Excellent Good Fair Poor 

List any disease or condition that could be important if you were injured:  

Do you have a history of: 
Heart Disease Kidney disorders Seizure disorders Diabetes Lung Problems 
Allergies High blood pressure Asthma Fainting Altitude Sickness 

If yes, please explain    
Are you taking any of the following medications: 

Anticoagulants (blood thinners) Insulin Nitroglycerin Digitalis or drugs for heart trouble 
Medicine for high blood pressure Antibiotics Any other prescription medication 

If yes, please explain any condition being treated:   

List allergies to any medication, foods, plants, etc.:  

List any major surgery in the last 10 years:    

Please mail this form to 
Roundup Riders of the Rockies 

PO Box 271820 
Ft Collins CO 80527 
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ROUNDUP RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES 
RELEASE, ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 

In consideration of my participation in any activities of any type whatsoever conducted, 
allowed or sponsored by The Roundup Riders of the Rockies (“3R”) including, but not limited to, 
all equine activities, shooting activities and camping activities (“Ride Activities”), I, on behalf of 
myself, my representatives, assigns, heirs, spouse, children and agents, hereby agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

1. Release.  I hereby voluntarily release and forever discharge 3R and any of its parent,
sister, subsidiary or related companies or entities and their directors, officers, owners, members, 
guests, family members, employees, agents, servants, guides, and any affiliates or representatives 
thereof, from any and all liability, claims, demands, actions or rights of action, which are in any 
way related to my participation in any Ride Activities including the exposure to or contraction of 
any disease or condition.  The release contained herein includes, without limitation, the release of 
any physician or non-physician who provides any first aid, emergency or other healthcare services 
to me in connection with Ride Activities, and the release of any veterinarian or non-veterinarian 
who provides first aid, emergency or other services for my horse.  The release contained herein 
also includes, without limitation, the release of any landowner or lessee upon whose property Ride 
Activities are conducted. 

2. Indemnification.  I further agree to defend, hold harmless and indemnify 3R for any
and all injuries, damages and costs, including attorneys’ fees, incurred in connection with any 
claims which may be brought against 3R by any third party in connection with my participation in 
Ride Activities. 

3. Certification.  I hereby certify that I have no physical or mental condition(s) and
that I am not and will not become under the influence of any medications, drugs or alcohol which 
any way impair my ability to safely engage in Ride Activities. 

4. Acknowledgment.  I understand and acknowledge that no medical insurance
benefits will be provided to me by 3R.  I certify that I have sufficient health, accident and liability 
insurance to cover, or that I am capable of personally paying for, and will pay for, any medical 
expenses, emergency transportation expenses and any bodily injury or property damage I may 
incur and any bodily injury or property damage caused to any third party as a result of my 
participation in Ride Activities. 

5. Risks.  I understand and acknowledge that Ride Activities involve certain known
and unknown risks which could result in injury, death, illness, disease or other damage to me, 3R 
or to third parties.  Among these risks are:  (1) the nature of the activities; (2) the acts, omissions 
or negligence of me, 3R or others; (3) latent or apparent defects or conditions in the equipment, 
guns, tack or the property supplied by me, 3R or others; (4) weather conditions; (5) contact with 
plants or animals; (6) my physical condition; (7) my failure to wear an appropriate helmet, eye or 
ear protection; (8) the surface and subsurface condition of areas, roads, trails, waterways, or terrain, 
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and accidents connected with their use; (9) the first aid, emergency treatment or other services 
rendered; (10) the general unpredictability of equine and their propensity to behave in ways that 
may result in injury, harm or death to the equine and to persons on or around them; (11) the 
unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden movement, and unfamiliar 
objects, persons or other animals; (12) collisions with other animals or objects; (13) risk of injuries 
from guns and/or related shooting activities; (14) equipment failure or misfunction of guns and/or 
equipment; (16) discharge of guns whether accidental, intentional or caused by malfunction; and 
(17) my own or other’s failure to follow all shooting and safety rules.  I understand and
acknowledge that the above list is not complete or exhaustive, and that Ride Activities may involve
other risks, known or unknown, anticipated or unanticipated.

6. Assumption of Risk.  Being aware that Ride Activities involve substantial risks, I
expressly and knowingly agree to accept and assume all responsibility and risk for any injury, 
death, illness, disease or other damage to me or to my property arising from my participation in 
Ride Activities. 

7. Entire Agreement.  I understand that this is the entire agreement between the parties
and it cannot be modified, except by a writing signed by all parties. 

8. Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be construed and governed by the laws of
the state of Colorado.  In the event there is any action to enforce this Agreement or to seek legal 
remedies thereunder, I agree to the exclusive jurisdiction and venue of the County or District Court 
for the County of Jefferson, Colorado.  The prevailing party in any such action shall be entitled to 
recover all costs, expenses and attorney fees incurred therein.  I HEREBY KNOWINGLY WAIVE 
ANY RIGHT I MAY HAVE TO A JURY TRIAL. 

9. Enforceability.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any of the terms or provisions
of this Release shall not affect the enforceability or validity of the remainder. 

WARNING 

UNDER COLORADO LAW, AN EQUINE PROFESSIONAL IS NOT LIABLE FOR ANY 
INJURY TO OR THE DEATH OF A PARTICIPANT IN RIDE ACTIVITIES RESULTING 

FROM THE INHERENT RISKS OF RIDE ACTIVITIES, PURSUANT TO SECTION 13-21-
119, COLORADO REVISED STATUTES. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have executed this Release, Assumption of Risk and 
Indemnity Agreement effective as of _____________.   

__________________________________________ 
Signature of Participant 

__________________________________________ 
Participant’s Name (print) 



PAUL ANDREWS is 
the new President/CEO 
of the National Western 
Stock Show, succeeding 
Pat Grant. Paul resides 
in Arvada and is more 
active than ever with 
horses and horse 
people. Sponsored by 
Pat Grant, seconded by 
Chuck Sylvester 

DAVE BARTON, a 
chiropractor for 
humans and horses 
lives in Parker and 
offices in Castle Rock. 
He is member of the 
Arapahoe Hunt and 
also does endurance, 
cow working, dressage, 
jumping. Sponsored by 
Grant Carey, seconded 
by Terry Jensen 

JERRY BLACK is a 
CSU Veterinary School 
graduate and has spent 
most of his life serving 
the horse industry. He 
is currently is head of 
undergraduate 
programs at CSU. 
Sponsored by Charles 
Scoggin, seconded by 
Bob Shideler 

FRED BUHL is a 
Florida State graduate, 
flew Air Force combat 
in Vietnam, flew the 
A-7 and F-16, was pilot
for Continental Airlines
for 30 years and is now
retired and living in
Elizabeth, CO.
Sponsored by Andy
Love, seconded by Dale
Boggie.

DON CROOK is 
Assistant Special Agent 
in charge of the Central 
U.S. Region of the 
Office of Inspector 
General, working with 
BLM, Fish & Wildlife 
and Parks Services. 
Sponsored by Mark 
Skelton, seconded by 
John Young 

Sample Colt Bios 

DAVID DEAN is 
President/CEO of 
Rocky Mountain 
Clothing Company, 
He and his wife 
Erin have two sons, 
Jackson and Brice. 
Sponsored by Jim 
Cage, seconded by 
Buck Hutchison. 

PETE DUSBABEK is an 
attorney in Ft. Collins. 
He enjoys outdoor 
sports Pete has been 
privileged to ride on a 
number of wilderness 
pack trips in recent 
years. Sponsored by Ray 
Petersburg, seconded by 
Charles Scoggin. 

JOEY EDGE and wife, 
Kari, live and work Castle 
Rock. He owns Edge 
Realty and has ridden 
horses for 39 years. He 
is an ordained minister 
had the grueling task 
of traveling to Hawaii to 
marry John and Lisa 
Anderson. Sponsored by 
Duane Kent, seconded by 
John Anderson. 

DAN FERGUSON is a 
consultant with Booz Allen 
Hamilton under contract 
with the Department of 
Defense. He and his wife, 
Tia and family live on 
their ranch near Colorado 
Springs and raise cutting 
horses. Sponsored by Ken 
Carpenter, seconded by 
Mike Shields. 

RICHARD GRABISH 
retired after 28 years 
with A.G. Edwards, 
ending his career as 
Chairman, President/ 
CEO. He and his wife, 
Chris moved from St. 
Louis to Estes Park 
in 2008. Sponsored by 
George Eidsness, 
seconded by Jeff Keller. 

TERRY MCCLURE is 
a cutting horse trainer 
and rancher. He recently 
retired from corporate life 
to be a full time rancher. 
Initially, Terry raised 
cattle and has gradually 
moved into raising and 
training cutting horses. 
Sponsored by John 
Young, second by Mark 
Skelton. 

FRED ORR is in the real 
estate investment/finance 
business. He competed 
in high school and college 
rodeo and is active in the 
NWSS. He and his wife, 
Coleen, have two boys 
and a girl. Sponsored by 
Jim Cage, seconded by 
JoeO’Dea. 

STEVE REYNOLDS 
cofounded Infinity Oil & 
Gas and is now co-owner 
of an equine boarding 
facility in Ft. Lupton. He 
graduated from Western 
State College and has 
jumped from an airplane 
75 times. Sponsored by 
Les Pedicord, seconded by 
Peter Dea. 

SHAWN RICKELL and 
his wife, Kate, run the Big 
View Ranch Equestrian 
Center, specializing in 
helping young people with 
neurological problems 
through the use of a horse 
and its wonderful ability 
to heal. Sponsored by John 
Young, seconded by Mark 
Skelton 

ROBERT UNGER is the 
CEO of Rachel’s Challenge, 
a non-profit organization 
based in Colorado. 
He and his wife Lee enjoy 
spending time at their 
ranch in southern 
Colorado. Sponsored by 
Tony Mayer, seconded by 
Ken Carpenter. 
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